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OPINION 1565 

Platanista Wagler, 1830 (Mammalia, Cetacea): conserved 

Ruling 

(1) Under the plenary powers the generic name Susu Lesson, 1828 is hereby sup¬ 
pressed for the purposes of the Principle of Priority but not for those of the Principle of 
Homonymy. 

(2) The name Platanista Wagler, 1830 (gender: feminine), type species by monotypy 
Delphinus gangeticus Roxburgh, 1801, is hereby placed on the Official List of Generic 
Names in Zoology. 

(3) The name gangeticus Roxburgh, 1801, as published in the binomen Delphinus 
gangeticus (specific name of the type species of Platanista Wagler, 1830), is hereby 
placed on the Official List of Specific Names in Zoology. 

(4) The name Susu Lesson, 1828, as suppressed in (1) above, is hereby placed on the 
Official Index of Rejected and Invalid Generic Names in Zoology. 


History of Case 321 

The question of the conservation of Platanista Wagler, 1830 was originally 
raised by Dr G. H. H. Tate in 1947, but due to inadequate resources a case was 
not prepared at that time. The present case was submitted by Dr D. W. Rice 
(National Marine Mammal Laboratory, Washington, U.S.A.) and, after correspon¬ 
dence, was published in BZN 44: 253-254 (December 1987). Notice of the case was 
sent to appropriate journals. 

A comment in support was received from Drs John E. Heyning and Lawrence G. 
Barnes (Natural History Museum of Los Angeles County, U.S.A.) and was published in 
BZN 45: 223 (September 1988). 

A note of a second supportive comment, from Dr P. J. H. van Bree (Amsterdam, 
The Netherlands ), was also published in BZN 45: 223. A further supportive com¬ 
ment was received from Dr Robert L. Brownell, Jr. (U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 
San Simeon, California, U.S.A.), who also pointed out that some recent authors 
have recognised two nominal species: Platanista gangetica (Roxburgh, 1801) from 
the Ganges-Brahmaputra-Meghna river systems in India and Bangladesh, and 
some rivers in Nepal, and P. minor Owen, 1853 from the Indus river in Pakistan. 


Decision of the Commission 

On 1 March 1989 the members of the Commission were invited to vote on the 
proposals published in BZN 44: 253. At the close of the voting period on 1 June 1989 
the votes were as follows: 

Affirmative votes — 21: Bayer, Bock, Cocks, Cogger, Corliss, Dupuis, Hahn, 
Halvorsen, Holthuis, Kabata, Kraus, Lehtinen, Martins de Souza, Mroczkowski, 
Nielsen, Ride, Savage, Schuster, Thompson, Ueno, Willink 

Negative votes — none. 

No vote was received from Heppell. Starobogatov and Trjapitzin were on leave of 
absence. 
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